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Gala Program 
 

Mistress of Ceremony 
Yvonne Cotto-Calhoun 

 
Invocation 

Rosemary Bland, MSW (English) 
Blanca Morocho-Ramirez (Spanish) 

 
Greetings 

Concha Mendoza, M.D., F.A.C.P 
Vice Chairperson, Board of Directors  

 
Presentation of the 2010  

Homero Rosado Leadership Awards 
 

Vivian Torres-Suarez, RN, BSN, MBA 
Senior Vice President, Community Based Programs 

Elizabeth Seton Pediatric Center 
Presented by Boardmember, Anderson Torres, Ph.D., LCSW-R 

 
Edwin Salas, President 

Salcare Home Health Services, Inc. 
Presented by Executive Director, Jose R. Ortiz Ortiz, LCSW 

 
 Presentation of the 

“Sharing and Building RAICES’ Vision” Acknowledgement Awards 
 

Bonita Hardwick, MPA, JD 
Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center 

Treasurer, Board of Directors—Spanish Speaking Elderly Council-RAICES 
Presented by Board of Director’s Chairperson, Nancy Talavera, M.D. 

  
2010 Employee of the Year Award Presentation 

Presented by Deputy Director, Suyapa O. Blanco 
 

Closing Remarks  
Jose R. Ortiz Ortiz, LCSW, Executive Director 

 
Music & Dancing  

The Mambo Loco Band & Spinning by Mambo Blue 





Homero Rosado (1913-1992) was the founder and past 
president of the Spanish Speaking Elderly Council-RAICES.  
His legacy and spirit lives on in the organization which he 
fashioned and inspired for fourteen years.  Mr. Rosado 
migrated to New York City from Ponce, Puerto Rico in 1932.  
He served in the U.S. military during World War II and 
received the Bronze Star for Valor.  Homero led many 
organizations and was involved in numerous activities on 

behalf of the community.  Homero and his compañera of over fifty years, Doña Juanita 
Rosado, were leading activists on issues of social justice and empowerment for the Puerto 
Rican and Latino community.  They are prominently mentioned in the Memoirs of Bernardo 
Vega, a book which chronicles the early activism of Puerto Ricans in the United States.  The 
Spanish Speaking Elderly Council was honored to have this legacy continued by the 
participation of Doña Juanita Rosado on the corporation’s Board of Directors until her death in 
1998.   The Homero Rosado Leadership Award was dedicated to his memory as a means to 
recognize individuals who exemplify the commitment and dedication which Homero brought 
to public service.  

PAST HONOREES 

· Violeta Maya, Board of Trustees 
Sunset Park Health Council 
Lutheran Family Health Centers – 2009 

 
· Tony Yang-Lewis, MS, LNHA, Administrator 

Cobble Hill Health Center – 2009 
 

· William A. Lois, M.D., Director of Surgery 
Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center–2008 
 

· Evelyn Reyes Laureano, PhD, LMSW 
Executive Director, SHOPP – 2008 
 

· Hon. Felix Ortiz 
New York State Assembly Member – 2008 
 

· Lorraine CortJs-Vázquez 
New York State Secretary of State – 2007 
 

· Marilyn Gelber, Executive Director 
Independence Community Foundation – 2007 
 

· F. Russell Kellogg, M.D., Chairman 
Dept. of Community Medicine 
St. Vincent’s Hospital - Manhattan – 2007 
 

· Rose Dobrof, DSW, Founding Director 
Brookdale Center on Aging  – 2006 

· Tonio Burgos, President 
Tonio Burgos & Associates – 2006 
 

· Wendy Z. Goldstein, CEO & President 
Lutheran HealthCare – 2006 

 
· Rita Battles, President & CEO 

Long Island College Hospital – 2005  
 

· Alan D. Aviles, Esq., President & CEO 
NYC Health & Hospitals Corporation – 2005 

 
· Lillian Rodriguez-Lopez, President 

Hispanic Federation – 2005 
 
· Jane Gould, President & CEO 

Visiting Nurse Regional Health Care System (VNR) 
- 2004 
 

· Ramón Zayas, Co-Anchor 
WNJU Channel 47 - 2004 
 

· Hon. Velmanette Montgomery, State Senator 
18th Senatorial District - 2004 
 

· Nancy D. Miller, Executive Director 
VISIONS - 2003 
 

THE HOMERO ROSADO LEADERSHIP AWARD 



 
· Jim Stiles, Executive Vice President 

Lutheran Medical Center - 2003 
 

· Louis Vazquez, Executive Director 
R.A.I.N - 2003 

·  
Hon. Edwín Méndez-Santiago, Commissioner 
New York City Department for the Aging - 2002 
 

· Linda Brady, CEO,  
Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center - 2002 
 

· Hector Ramos, Editor In Chief 
G.A.L.O.S. Corporation - 2002 

 
· Marian Noel, Seniors In Community Serv. 

Urban League of Westchester County - 2001 
 

· Donald A. Snider, Ph.D., Exec. Dir. & CEO 
James N. Jarvie Commonweal Service 2001 
 

· Maria Elena Girone, Executive Director 
Puerto Rican Family Institute . - 2001 
 

· Hon. Jeannette Gadson 
Deputy.Borough President of Brooklyn 2000 
 

· Carol Raphael, CEO 
Visiting Nurse Service . - 2000 
 

· Rossana Rosado, Publisher & CEO 
El Diario La Prensa . - 2000 
 

· Hon. Julia T. Alvarez 
Dominican Republic’s Representative  
to the United Nations . - 1999 
 

· Veronica L. Price 
CNR Health Care Network . - 1999 
 

· Stanley Brezenoff , President  
Maimonides Medical Center  - 1999 
 

· Barbara P. Gimbel, Board Member 
NYC Health and Hospitals Corp. - 1998 
 

· Martin Gomez, Executive Director 
Brooklyn Public Library  - 1998 
 

· Cesar A. Perales, Esq., Sr. Vice President 
Columbia Presbyterian  - 1998 
 

· Rosa M. Gil, DSW, Chairperson 
Health and Hospitals Corporation - 1997 

 

 
· Suleika Cabrera Drinane, President 

Institute for Puerto Rican/Hispanic Elderly - 1997 
 

· David R. Jones, Esq.,  
Community Service Society - 1997 

 
· Grace Harewood 

Fort Greene Senior Citizens Council - 1996 
 
· Igal Jellinek  

Council of Senior Centers & Services - 1996 
 

· Dennis Rivera, President 
Local 1199 - 1996 
 

· Stella Polanco-Rosario 
Consolidated Edison - 1995 
 

· Alexander Schlossberg 
Wartburg Lutheran Services - 1995 
 

· Calvin J. Simons M.D. 
Medical Society Kings County - 1995 
 

· George Adams 
Lutheran Medical Center - 1994 
 

· Fabian Rivera, Brooklyn Union - 1994 
 

· Paul Carr, Banco Popular - 1994 
 

· Hon. David Dinkins, Mayor 
NYC - 1993 
 

· Marianne Teta, NYNEX - 1993 
 

· Luis A. Miranda 
Hispanic Federation - 1992 
 

· Luz Towns-Miranda, Activist - 1992 
 

· Rev. Melissa Gainey, Activist - 1992 
 

· Juan Castro, YMCA - 1991 
 

· Emilie R. Corey, Activist - 1991 
 

· Lillian Beckford, Brooklyn Union - 1990 
 

· Sr. Georgianna Glose 
Brooklyn Wide IAC - 1990 
 

· Hon. Howard Golden  
Borough President - 1989 



Ms. Vivian Torres-Suarez is Senior Vice President (SVP), Community 
Based Programs at Elizabeth Seton Pediatric Center in New York, NY. 
Elizabeth Seton is dedicated to the provision of medical and 
rehabilitation services to children with complex medical needs in a long 
term care setting and in the community through its clinic, home care, 
early intervention and schools. In her role as SVP, Ms. Torres-Suarez 
oversees all clinical services throughout all of the community based 
programs and services in NYC and in Westchester. In addition, Ms. 
Torres-Suarez is responsible for development, implementation and 
evaluation of the organization's programs for improvement of quality 
and productivity of services, including the development of important 
aspects of care, as well as implementing service programs in accordance 
with the mission of Elizabeth Seton based upon short-term and long-
term goals across the organization. Ms. Torres-Suarez serves as the 

Corporate Compliance Officer for the organization. 
 
Until July, 2009 Ms. Torres-Suarez was the Sr. VP, Services at Lighthouse International. An 
organization dedicated to the prevention, rehabilitation and empowerment of people with vision loss. 
In April 2008, Ms. Torres- Suarez presented at the Diabetes Translation Conference, speaking about 
the Electronic Vision Rehabilitation Record (EVRR), a web enabled system designed to enhance 
quality of service for people with vision loss and create an international database for research.  
 
Ms. Torres-Suarez was honored with the 2007 Excellence in Health Care Award from the Home Care 
Association of New York State; Ms. Torres-Suarez's extensive background in community healthcare 
programs includes serving as Chief Operating Officer for Selfhelp Community Services which 
provides home and community services to a large number of senior citizens. Her responsibilities 
included administration of all home care programs and community based services programs which 
serve 4,500 patients with a staff of more than 2,000. Her expertise in strategic planning, financial 
management, budget development, and clinical delivery systems helped achieve dramatic program 
growth and significant revenue enhancement.  
 
Ms. Torres-Suarez was also instrumental in the development and implementation of the first pediatric 
long term home health care program in New York State.  
 
In her role as a strong advocate for community based health care, Ms. Torres-Suarez serves as a 
board member of the Home Care Association of New York State. She is also a member of the Policy 
and Nominating Committee of the Home Care Association and is a member of the National 
Association of Hispanic Nurses. Ms. Torres-Suarez has been recognized with a number of honors, 
including an award for outstanding service to the people of Queens and recognition from the 
Queensboro Council for Social Welfare. 
 
Ms. Suarez earned a Bachelor of Science in Nursing from Wagner College and Masters in Business 
Administration from Dowling College. She is a member of the 2008 cohort of the Robert Wood 
Johnson Executive Nurse Fellowship Program.  

 
Vivian Torres-Suarez, RN, BSN, MBA 

Senior Vice President, Community Based Programs 
Elizabeth Seton Pediatric Center  



The Board of Directors 
of the  

The Spanish Speaking Elderly Council-RAICES 
 

 
We wish to express our gratitude and most sincere appreciation to a 
wonderful staff, committed volunteers and student interns, active 
participants, and true friends and colleagues, who have supported and 
assisted our efforts for the last 32 years. 
 
To the public and private funders who have entrusted us in the development 
and implementation of culturally competent quality programs and services; 
we thank you for your confidence and continued support as we strive to 
serve our communities with dignity and professionalism. 
 

 
Mil Gracias 

 
 

Nancy Talavera, M.D. — Chairperson 
Concha Mendoza, M.D., F.A.C.P. — Vice Chairperson 

Bonita Hardwick, MPA, J.D. — Treasurer 
Norman Smith — Secretary 

 
Board Members 

Rose Gaynus 
Ramon Raimundi 

Catalina Rodriguez 
Merida Torresola 

Jose Labrador 
Anderson Torres, Ph.D., LCSW-R 



 
Edwin Salas 

President, 
Salcare Home Health Services, Inc.  

Mr. Edwin Salas was born on November 13, 1958 in Brooklyn, New 
York and raised in Bushwick.  
 
Ed entered the field of home health care in 1982, and has spent the 
last 21 years providing services to the underserved minority 
communities of the metropolitan area.  
 
Ed is President and Founder of the Salcare Home Health Services, 
providing professional and para-professional home care staffing to 
care for the sick and homebound. He has implemented a successful 
multi-lingual training program, in English, Spanish and Chinese, 
training both private individuals and many referred by non-profit 
agencies at no cost to the student. His experience has shown a lack of 
health services and employment opportunities for minority groups, 
especially in the Latino community, providing the impetus to form this program, and given in the 
student’s native language. The program also provides assistance with job placement for students 
who require this aid. The program is enrolled in the New York City Human Resources 
Administration’s BEGIN Program, which provides financial assistance to eligible individuals 
who wish to receive job training.  
 
Ed is responsible for the company’s growth in both the training and client care areas. He is 
currently working with community-based organizations in Cypress Hills, East New York, 
Williamsburg, Bushwick and Flushing to provide needed services to these areas. He also works 
with various women’s organizations to provide training to women who wish to re-enter the work 
force. Ed’s vision has helped to improve the general health, provide job and aid economic growth 
of these communities.  
 
From 1992 to 1997, Edwin served as a member of Community Board 7, Flushing, Queens, and 
its health committee, the Board’s first Latino appointee.  
 
Since 1990, he has served on the board of the Chinese Immigrants Service, Inc., a not for profit 
organization serving the Chinese community, providing various services to aid members of the 
community with their assimilation into American life. In 2000 Ed helped form the Latino 
division under the wing of the Chinese Immigrants Service, Inc., which has helped to foster joint 
projects amongst the Latino and Chinese communities.  
 
Recently, Ed founded two groups Latino Unidos de Flushing and Statewide Association of 
Minority Business, which continue to foster Hispanic and Asian relations. In 2008 Ed ran and 
came within 55 votes of becoming the first Latino State Committeeman in Flushing.  
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Throughout the past 32 years, you all have had a hand in forging 
RAICES’ reputation and legacy.  You have done this quietly, but 
your actions have resounded loudly and you have made an 
imprint recognizable throughout New York City.   

 

My Friends and colleagues, it is my honor to serve the aging 
community alongside you. 

 

Thank you / Muchas Gracias 
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2010 SPANISH SPEAKING ELDERLY COUNCIL - RAICES 
“SHARING AND BUILDING  RAICES’ VISION” 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AWARD 

 
 ��

Presented To 
 
 

Bonita Hardwick, MPA, JD 
 
 

In Recognition of Your Vision, Leadership, 
Commitment and Distinguished Service 

on Behalf of the  
Spanish Speaking Elderly Council-RAICES. 

 

 

 
 
 



 
Congratulations  

to the 
Spanish Speaking Elderly Council-RAICES 

 
and its honorees 

 
Vivian Torres-Suarez 

& 
Edwin Salas 

 
& 
 

Special Congratulations  
to our  

Friend & Colleague 
 

Bonita Hardwick 
 

_______________________________________ 
Nancy Talavera, M.D.  |   Aaron Pinkhasov, M.D. 

 
 



2010 SPANISH SPEAKING ELDERLY COUNCIL - RAICES 
EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION AWARD 

 

 
 ��

Presented To 
 
 

Alexandra Rodriguez-Canizare 
 
 
 

In Recognition of your efforts on behalf of the corporation,  
the growth and development of the  

Red Hook Senior Center,  
and your dedication to your  

senior participants. 
 

We appreciate your friendship, loyalty and commitment 
 to the principles of cultural competency. 

 



 
The Staff   

of  
Salcare Home Health Services, Inc.  

 
Congratulates  

 
Ed Salas  

 
and the Honorees  

 
of the 

 
Spanish Speaking Elderly Council-RAICES 

32nd  Anniversary Reception & Benefit. 
____________________________ 

 
Salcare Home Health Services, Inc. 

130 West 42nd Street, Suite 650 
New York, New York 10036 

212-997-4080 
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Carmelo Acevedo 
Emanuel Acevedo 
Fabian Acevedo 
Myriam Acevedo 
Esteban Acevedo  
Amparo Agudelo 
Amelia Albarez 
Ralph Allen  
Aurelio Almanzar 
Dolores Almeida 
Lucila Alonso 
Jeanette Ambriano-Torres 
Jose Andino 
Laureano Arboleda 
Juan Arce Velez 
Nolberto Arenes 
Rosa Arroyave 
Eloisa Arzauga 
Rosalia Avila 
Confessor Baez  
Degracia Baez  
Miriam Baez  
Juan Barrera 
Josefina Barrillas 
Antonio Barrios 
Elena Batista 
Julio  Batista 
Jose Bello 
Jose BM Perez 
Jacqueline Bolling 
Antonia Bolton 
Dorothy Boyd 
Rolando Brisita 
Mario Burgos 
Juanita Caballero 
David Cambeiro 

BOOSTERS 
 
 

��

Rafael Cardenas 
Alicia Carril 
Emilio Carril 
Juan Carril 
Lydia Carril 
Ralph J. Carter, Sr. 
Casa BienEstar 
Pacifico Casero 
Nelly Castaneda 
Hugo Castellanos 
Gloria Castro 
Lydia Castro 
Maria Catalino 
Edgar Celleri 
Edgar Celleri  
Alcides Cevallos 
Roberto Chumpitaz 
Valerie Clarke 
Mercedes Columna 
Hiram Concepcion  
Delfina Contreras 
Carmelo Conty 
Maria Cora 
Victor Cordova 
Luis Correa 
Maria Correa 
Claudio Cotto 
Manuel Cribeiro 
Felicita Cruz 
Lucrecia Cruz 
Martha Cruz 
Sylvia Cruz 
Leonarda Cuevas 
Francisca Curet-Rodriguez 
Edith Daniels 
Francisca Daza 

Angel De la Cruz 
Lastenia De Rook 
Esmeralda DeJesus 
Rene DeJesus 
Teresa DeJesus Dominquez 
Angel Del Valle 
Felix Diaz 
Isabel Diaz 
Juanita Diaz 
Soledad Diaz 
Zenaida Diaz 
Rosa Diaz  
Jorge Diaz-Garcia 
Carlos Dominquez 
Norma Espada 
Dagoberto Espinosa 
Doris Estrada 
Norma P. Falcon 
Domenica Fasanella 
Juanita Feliciano 
Nelsie Feliciano 
Adis Fermin 
Juana Fiestas 
Ana Figueroa 
Virginia Figueroa 
Gloria Filpo 
Teresa Flaherty 
Jesus Flores 
Manuel Flores 
Herminia Florimon 
Julio A. Florimon 
Pilar Florimon 
Luis Franco 
Aurelia Galarce 
Maria I. Galindo 
Barbara Garcia 



Francisco Garcia 
Adelaida Garcia  
Elsa Gilbert 
Maria Gilbert 
Ana Gomez 
Luz M. Gomez 
Marizol Gomez 
Ercilia Gonzalez 
Eugenia Gonzalez 
Haydee Gonzalez 
Jorge Gonzalez 
Juana Gonzalez 
Luciano Gonzalez 
Octavio Gonzalez 
Nilda Gonzalez  
Bienvenida Guadalupe 
Edwin Gueits 
Gina P. Guerrero 
Gloria Guerrero  
John Guzman 
Eddy Hernandez 
Sarah Hickman 
Dorna M. Inniss 
Jose Jacamo 
Lucretia Jacob 
Norma P. James 
Lidia Janis 
Breatriz Jimenez 
Maria E. Jimenez 
Elvira Jimenez  
Arismendi Justo 
Silvia Langer 
Cruz Z. Leon 
Victor M. Limardo 
Isabel Lino 
Maria Loli 
Francisco Lopez 

BOOSTERS 
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Hector Lopez 
Iris Lopez 
Jose Lopez 
Jose Lopez 
Juana Lopez 
Santiago Lopez 
TeresaLopez 
Brigida Lora 
Enrique Lorenzo 
Louis Lorenzo 
Lucy Lu 
Eladio Lucero 
Felipe Lucero 
Angel Madera 
Ruben Maldonado 
Aida Manzanet 
Victor Marcillo 
Ana R. Martinez 
Elena Martiniez 
Lydia Matos 
Sonja McDaniel 
Lucille McLean 
Charles McPherson 
Vicenta Mejia 
Josefina M. Melendez 
Virginia Mendoza 
Ramon Merced 
Erlinda Migrino 
Ana Miranda 
Enrique Molina 
Maria Montenegro 
Evangelina Morales 
Juan Ramon Morales 
Lidia Morales 
Zoraida Moreno 
Toribio Muniz 
Nebgen Family  

Ramonita  Nevarez 
Abigaina  Nieves 
Enrique Nieves 
Adiela Nunez 
Ana Nunez 
Amparo Ocasio 
Manuel Ochoa 
America Ortiz 
Constancia Ortiz 
Hector Ortiz 
Benjamin Ortiz  
Talida Osorio 
Alejandrina Otero 
Angelo Otero 
Fedora M. Otero 
Isabel Pagan 
Irene Panchana 
Violeta R. Pappas 
Olga Pardo 
Fernando Pena 
Lourdes Pena 
Yvette Pena-Davis 
Agustin Perez 
Daisy Perez 
Rafaela Perez 
Ramon Perez 
Regina Perez 
Altea Peterson 
Barbara Pilgrim 
Providencia Pimentel 
Jose Pinela 
Salvador Pion 
Ana Pluma 
Ana Polanco 
Hector Quiles 
Ana H. Quinones 
Oscar Quinones 



Edwin Quinonez 
Victoriana Quintana 
Raíces Casa BienEstar 
Florentina Ramos 
Lydia Ramos 
Wilfredo Ramos Rodriguez 
Juanita Rangel 
Bartolome Reyes 
Benito Reyes 
Francia Reyes 
Tomasa Rijos 
Otilia Rios 
Ana Rivera 
Carmen Rivera 
Eduardo Rivera 
Elvia Rivera 
Isabel Rivera 
Jacinto Rivera 
Alexis Rodriguez 
Carmen Rodriguez 
Delia Rodriguez 
Doris Rodriguez 
Eduardo Rodriguez 
Federico Rodriguez 
Jaime Rodriguez 
Juan Rodriguez 
Martha Rodriguez 
Milagros Rodriguez 
Salvador Rodriguez 
Vicente Rodriguez 
Victor M. Rodriguez 
Martha Jean Rogers 
Carmen Rojas 
Aura Rojas Martinez 
Angel Romero 
Mauricio Romero 
Juan Romo 

BOOSTERS 
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Marguerite Roper 
Hilda Rosa  
Luz M. Rosado 
Amalia Rubio 
Reyna Rubio 
Colon Ruiz 
Blanca Saldarriaga 
Juana Sanabria 
 Eloy Sanchez 
Carmen Sanchez 
Cristina Sanchez 
Leonor Sanchez 
Pedro Sanchez 
Hector Santiago 
Luis Santiago 
Maria Santiago 
Ruben Santiago 
Antonia Santiago  
Raquel Santos 
Cilia Sarria 
Carmen Serra  
Dionisio Serrano 
Victoria Serrano 
Georgino Sierra 
Maria Sierra  
Josefa Silvestry 
Maria Solano 
Sons of San Paolino  
Angela Soriano 
Judith Sotelo Vda. Rios  
Tannia Suarez 
Jean Sutherland 
Esperanza Tala 
William Tandazo 
Manuel Tejada 
Helen Thyssen 
Carlos Torres 

Farina Torres 
Jeannette Torres 
Manuela Torres 
Teodosa Torres 
Victor R. Torres 
Merida Torresola 
Asuncion Trinidad 
Inocencia Urena 
Isabel Valencia 
Aurelio Valentin 
Carlos  Valentin 
Luis Valentin 
Anival Valle  
Adela Vargas 
Jacinto Vargas 
Alejandrina Vasquez 
Angelina Vasquez 
Eladio Vasquez 
Julieta Vasquez 
Ramona Vasquez 
Tomas Vazquez Perez 
Altagracia Vega 
Juana Vega  
Noemi Velez 
Julia Villgram 
Maude Williams 
Sonia C. Willis 
Carmen Zayas 
Martha Zelaya 
Ana M. Zenteno 
Rene Zento 
Ana E. Zurita 
 



IN MEMORIAM 

 
 

��
Santos Adams Sanabria 
Isidra C. Alvarez 
Myriam E. Andino 
Ana Felicia  Areas 
Eloina Arias 
Soledad Baez 
Nefali Baez 
Javier Baquero 
Obdulio Barrios, Sr. 
Emma Broughton 
Abraham Burgos 
Rosa Burrell Garibaldi 
Pascual Casero 
Juana Contreras 
Maria T. Cotto 
Antolin Cotto 
Shirley Craford 
Manuela DeJesus 
Cloverlee Devellotte 
Paulino Diaz 
Gwendolyn Edwards 
Maria Espinosa  
Carmen Espinozo 
Roberto Esquerdo 
Melinda Falcon 
Marcela Fantausi 
Mr. & Mrs. Febre 
Diana Ferrer 
Guadalupe Fuentes 
Sally Gallashaw 
Barbara Garcia 
Andres Garibaldi Anteoco 
Ruben Gonsalez 
Angelina Gonzalez 
Ernesto Gonzalez 
Antonio Gueits 
Maria Guischard 
Samuel Guischard 
Kathleen Harrison 
Samuel Harrison 

Beatrice Holland 
Pete Holland 

Bertha Howard 
Authence Jarrett 
Agueda Jimenez 

Casimiro Jimenez 
Barbara A. Jones 

Mercille Jordan 
Silvia Jouvin 

Raymond Lee 
Ana Letechi Romero 

Encarnacion Martinez 
Rita Medina 

Rosa Medina-Vega 
Honorata Migrino 

Ramon Morales 
Ramon Morales 

Jose Moreira 
Cecilio Muñoz, Sr. 

Rebeka E. Muñoz Cohen 
Humberto Mursuli 

Romilo Palma 
Pastora Garcia de Vera  

Meryln Perez 
Hali Polanco 

Juan Rios Romani 
Lila Rivera DeJesus 

Tony Rodriguez 
Blanca Rodriguez 
Aidee Rodriguez 

Ana Rosario Ascencio 
Agustina Santiago 

Delio Antonio Santos 
Edermina Sarmiento 

Yvonne Scott 
Gilbert Seise, Sr. 

Manuel Serafin Lazo 
Orosia Sierra de Gutierrez 

Luis Alfonso Tirado 
Richard Torello 

Gladys Torresola 



SUNSET PARK HEALTH COUNCIL, INC. 
DBA/Lutheran Family Health Centers 

 

Proudly supports  
 

THE SPANISH SPEAKING ELDERLY COUNCIL - RAICES 
 

On your 32nd Anniversary 
Your commitment in serving the needs of the elderly is applauded. 

 

   
� � ���� Partnership for Health  
 

Lutheran Family Health Centers provide community residents with comprehensive primary 
care, specialty, dental, mental health services, support services, educational services and school 
health services at many local schools. 
 
Locations:  
 
 Sunset Park Family Health Center (main site) 
 150-55th Street, Brooklyn, N.Y.  11220 
 
 
Brooklyn-Chinese Family Health Center   Shore Road Family Health Center 
812-54th Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11220   9000 Shore Road, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11209 
 
 
Caribbean-American Family Health Center   Sunset Terrace Family Health Center 
3414 Church Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11203  514-49th Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11220 
 
 
Family Physician Family Health Center   School Health Program 
5616-6th Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11220   P.S. 1, P.S. 10, P.S. 15, P.S. 24,P.S. 94 
        P.S. 169, P.S. 172, P.S. 282, P.S. 307, 
Park Ridge Family Health Center  P.S. 503/506, I.S. 88, J.H.S. 136, J.H.S. 220 
6317 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11220  and Erasmus Academies (7 schools) 
 
 

Park Slope Family Health Center  
220-13th Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11215  



 

HONORING 
 
 

 CONCHA MENDOZA, MD 
 
 

For her outstanding medical services to the elderly 
 

______________________ 
 

From, 
V. John Mani, MD 



 

 

 
 

 



 
Congratulations to the 2010 

Homero Rosado Award Recipients 
 

And 
 

The Spanish Speaking Elderly Council-RAICES 
 

On its 32nd Anniversary 
 
 

 Raices Astoria Senior Center  Raices Corona Senior Center 
 Raices Gowanus Senior Center  Red Hook Senior Center 
 Raices Times Plaza Senior Center Wyckoff Gardens Senior Center 

 

 
Felicidades to the Spanish Speaking Elderly Council-RAICES 

 on their 32nd Anniversary, 
 

the 2010 Homero Rosado Leadership Honorees 
Vivian Torres-Suarez & Edwin Salas 

& 
Acknowledgement Awardee 
Bonita Hardwick, MPA, JD 

 
And Our Very Own Employee of the Year, 

Alexandra Rodriguez-Canizare 
 

Raices Casa BienEstar 
“Nuestra Casa Es Su Casa” 



  



 

 

CREATIVE DATA SYSTEM, INC. 
 

SALUTES 
 

The Spanish Speaking Elderly Council-RAICES on its 32nd Anniversary 
 

AND CONGRATULATES 
 

Ms. Vivian Torres-Suarez 
Mr. Edwin Salas 

Ms. Bonita Hardwick 
________________________________ 

 
Trushar Shah, President  -  Samir Shah, Vice President 

11 Overhill Drive, Old Bridge, NJ 08857 
 

Phone 732-952-5520 | Fax 732-679-2625 
Email trushar@aol.com  |  www.Trushar.com 

 
Serving not-for-profit agencies since 1983 

 
 
 

The Salah M. Hassanein 
Variety Boys & Girls Club of Queens 

Congratulates   
 

RAICES for 32 years of service to our seniors 
and our community at large  

 
 

SALAH M. HASSANEIN 
VARIETY BOYS & GIRLS CLUB OF QUEENS 

“ A Positive Place for Kids” 
21-12 30th Road 

Long Island City, New York 11102 
(718)728-0946    www.vbgcq.org 
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Is pleased and honored to salute the 2010 Awardees of the 
Homero Rosado Leadership award 

 
Vivian Torres-Suarez, RN, BSN, MBA 

Edwin Salas, President 
  

Muchas felicitaciones 
to our “Employee of the Year” colleague 
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For her dedication, determination and commitment to our organization, but most importantly for her patience, 
kindness and loyalty to older adults in the community of Red Hook. 

  
From your colleagues 

The D-Team 
 

Suyapa Blanco  |  Rosemary Bland  |  Elba I. Carmona  |  Blanca Morocho-Ramirez  |  Olga Oukacine 
  

 
Felicidades a todos los Homenajeados 

 
Y  
 

A RAICES  
en su 32avo Aniversario! 

 
 
 
 

Raices Access Program 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Congratulations to the Spanish Speaking Elderly Council-RAICES 
In celebrating its 32nd Anniversary in meeting the special needs  

of minority and low income older adults (1978-2010) 
 

Astoria World Manor 
25-22 Astoria Blvd., Astoria (Queens), New York 

 
 

MENDEZ-SANTIAGO  
CONSULTING, LLC 

 
Edwin Méndez-Santiago, LCSW 

MANAGEMENT CONSULTANT 
 
 
 
 

Tel.  646-708-1778 
 

ed@mendez-santiago.com 

 
THE PUERTO RICAN  

FAMILY INSTITUTE, INC. 
 
 

A Stronghold For Families… 
A Pathfinder for Children. 

 
________ 

 
145 West 15th Street 
New York, NY 10011 

 
 

Tel.  212-924-6320 
 
 



 

Congratulations to RAICES 
on your 32nd Anniversary 
and to the 2010 Honorees 

 
VISIONS 

 
Promoting the independence of people of all  

ages who are blind or visually impaired 
 

Services provided: 
 

Individualized Vision Rehabilitation 
VISIONS Center on Blindness 

VISIONS at Selis Manor 
Community-Based Services 

CIL Publication 
 

Nancy D. Miller -  

 
BEST WISHES AS YOU 

CELEBRATE YOUR  
ANNUAL GALA! 

 
 

G & G DUCT CLEANING, INC. 
25-03 BORDEN AVENUE 

LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11101 
 

Phone: (718) 786-6401 
Fax: (718) 706-1246 

 
Family owned since 1953 

Commercial Cleaning of Kitchen Grease 
Exhaust Systems, Grease Traps, laundry 

and Air Conditioning Systems 

 

 
 

Louis M. Vazquez, LMSW 
Executive Director 

RAIN, Inc. 
811 Morris Park Avenue 

Bronx, NY 10462 
718.892.5520 Office 
718.892.5732 Fax 

rainadmin@raininc.org 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Brooklyn’s Printers  
for 29 Years! 

 
Savemor Digital Printing 

25 Flatbush Ave. 
Brooklyn, New York 11217 

 
Tel: (718) 624-6136 
Fax: 718-643-0384 



      

ADMIN@RAICES.US                                                                         WWW.RAICES.US 
 

RAICES Access  
460 Atlantic Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11217 

718-643-0232  |  YCotto@Raices.US 
 

Ra����ces Social Adult Day Care Services 
460 Atlantic Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11217 

718-694-0895  |  RBland@Raices.US 
 

Raices Casa BienEstar 
Outpatient Mental Health Clinic 

10 Hanover Place 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 

718-222-1518  |  LSosa@Raices.US 
 
 

RAICES’ Senior Centers 
 

Raices Astoria Senior Center 
21-21 30th Drive 

Long Island City, NY 11102 
718-726-9642  |  OOukacine@Raices.US 

 
Raices Corona Senior Center 

102-47 43rd Avenue 
Corona, NY 11368 

718-458-7259  |  ECarmona@Raices.US 
 

Raices Gowanus Senior Center 
420 Baltic Street 

Brooklyn, NY 11201 
718-797-2472  |  LWorthey@Raices.US 

 
Raices Times Plaza Senior Center 

460 Atlantic Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11217 

718-694-0895  |  RBland@Raices.US 
 

Red Hook Senior Center 
6 Wolcott Street 

Brooklyn, NY 11231 
718-625-4844  |  ARodriguez@Raices.US 

 
Wyckoff Gardens Senior Center 

280 Wyckoff Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11217 

718-237-1802  |  BRamirez@Raices.US 
 



SPANISH SPEAKING ELDERLY COUNCIL-RAICES 
 
 

STAFF 
 

Raíces Astoria Senior Center    Wyckoff Gardens Senior Center 
Olga Oukacine, Director    Blanca Morocho-Ramirez,  Director 
Elsy Castillo      Maricela Germosen 
Carmen Meza      Joseph Padilla 
Juan Ruiz      Maria T. Ruiz 
       Pamela Patterson 
Raíces Corona Senior Center 
Elba I. Carmona, Director    Red Hook Senior Center 
Jose F. Jimenez     Alexandra J. Rodriguez-Canizare, Director 
Nydia Rivera      Johnny Cotton 
       Jose A. Jorge 
Raíces Times Plaza & Gowanus Senior Center Jeannette Perez 
Rosemary Bland, MSW, Director   Omayra Velazquez 
LaDanza Worthey, Coordinator   La Verne Went 
Lisa Branch        
Ramon Flores      Raíces Casa BienEstar 
Rufus Graves      Lisette Sosa-Dickson, LCSW, Director 
Jennifer Haynes     Marthe Abraham, M.D. 
Desiree Pilgrim     Jean L. Bien Aime, M.D. 
Antonia Rivera     Jenishla Antioco 
Eddie Smith      Yazmin D. Brown 
       Leonora S. Gomez 
Raices Access      Rosita Marinez, MSW 
Maria M. Soto Cruz     Elsie B. Munoz, MSW 
Carmen Rojas      Raquel Ortiz-Terron, LCSW  
Martha Rodriguez     Maria Pizarro, LCSW  
Marilyn Velez      Yenia Randall 
       
       
              

  
EXECUTIVE STAFF 

 
Yvonne Cotto-Calhoun Antonio J. Barrios Suyapa O. Blanco, MSW Trushar Shar 
Associate Director Director of Development Deputy Director Fiscal Consultant 

  
 

Jose R. Ortiz Ortiz, LCSW 
Executive Director 






